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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, GATT, MTN 

SUBJECT: MTN: GROUP SAFEGUARDS MEETING OF JULY 1976: CHAIRMAN’S 
SUMMING-UP 

GATT SECRETARIAT HAS DISTRIBUTED MTN/SG/5, 

SUMMING-UP BY THE CHAIRMAN OF SAFEGUARDS GROUP MEETING 
19-20 JULY 1976, AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE 


MEETING OF JULY 1976 
SUMMING-UP BY THE CHAIRMAN 

1 . THE GROUP MET ON 19 AND 20 JULY 1976. IT INVITED THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF UNCTAD OR HIS REPRESENTATIVE TO ATTEND 
THIS SESSION OF THE GROUP AS AN OBSERVER. 
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OF OTHER GROUPS OR SUB-GROUPS (MTN/SG/W/12). 

3. THE GROUP TOOK UP AN EXAMINATION OF WHAT ELEMENTS COULD BE 
BUILT INTO A POSSIBLE NEW OR REVISED MULTILATERAL SAFEGUARD 
SYSTEM, ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT DELEGATIONS COULD COME BACK TO 
AN EXAMINATION OF THE PRESENT SYSTEM AT ANY TIME, AND THAT THE 
EXAMINATION OF THE ELEMENTS WOULD BE WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THE 
QUESTION OF THE ADEQUACY OR INADEQUACY OF THE PRESENT SYSTEM. 

4. THE GROUP NOTED THE PROPOSALS WHICH HAD BEEN ON THE TABLE 
FOR SOME TIME (MTN/3D/5, ANNEXES 3 TO 5) AND PROPOSALS TABLED 
SINCE THE LAST MEETING BY MEXICO (MTN/SGAV/10) AND THE UNITED 
STATES (MTN/SG/W/11). 

5. THE GROUP NOTED THAT ITS INVITATION TO DELEGATIONS TO SUBMIT 
COMMENTS AND PROPOSALS OF A SPECIFIC OR GENERAL NATURE IN WRITING 
WAS STILL OPEN. 

6. THE DELEGATIONS MAKING NEW PROPOSALS INTRODUCED THESE. 

7. THERE WERE A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON THE 
PROPOSALS BEFORE THE GROUP WHICH LED TO A USEFUL DISCUSSION OF 
THE DIFFERENT GENERAL ISSUES, INCLUDING THE PARTICULAR PROBLEMS 
OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. THIS DISCUSSION WAS OF A PRELIMIARY 
NATURE, IN PARTICULAR BECAUSE ONE MAJOR PROPOSAL HAD BEEN 
CIRCULATED SHORTLY BEFORE THE MEETING. MANY DELEGATIONS HAVE 
RESERVED THE RIGHT TO GIVE A MORE DEFINITIVE RESPONSE TO THE 
PROPOSALS BEFORE THE GROUP AT ITS NEXT MEETING. 

8. IT IS MY IMPRESSION THAT MANY DELEGATIONS SAW THE VARIOUS 
PROPOSALS BEFORE THE GROUP AS OFTEN OF A COMPLEMENTARY CHARACTER. 

9. THE GROUP AGREED THAT AT ITS NEXT MEETING, TO BE HELD FROM 
27-29 OCTOBER, IT WOULD CONTINUE ITS CONSIDERATION OF THE 
PROPOSALS ALREADY ON THE TABLE AND OF ANY NEW WRITTEN PROPOSALS 
WHICH WERE BEFORE IT AT THAT TIME. 
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